Seed Information Notes – Autumn, 2023
Dear Colleagues,

The Meconopsis Group seed list for Autumn 2023 will be sent out on 1st November. Seed donors will be given priority until 10th November. All requests must arrive by 1st December when the seed exchange will close. It would be appreciated if members could e-mail me when their seed arrives, so that I can track any packages which may have been lost in the post. Members requesting extra seed (at 50p per packet) will be invoiced by e-mail after 1st December. Please do not attempt to pay in advance, as extra seed may not be available. A list of remaining seed will be sent out just before the closure date.  
As your seed exchange manager I try to ensure that the listed Meconopsis taxa on offer have been correctly identified. As the plants are not growing in my garden, I must trust the donors, but errors can occur. Where there is an obvious problem with the shape, size, colour or quantity of seed (especially rarities), I usually ask the donor for background information, such as the source of the original seed or any photographs of the parent plant. 
As a specialist society it is important that members keep an accurate record of their sowings and plantings, so that knowledge is gained and identification errors can be dealt with promptly. If, normally, you don’t keep a record I would urge you to print out a copy of Margaret Thorne’s census data sheet, which is on the Group’s web-site.  You don’t need to fill in everything.
Remember to add any designator (e.g. ex ACE 6829 or ‘Zheduo Shan form’) to your plant labels. Note the source of the seed (e.g. wild collected, AGS seed exchange, MG seed exchange, T&M, my cousin Jim) and which year. Finally, before passing on seed, please check that what you have grown matches the name on the label.  If you are not sure, then ask other members for their opinion.

This year it has proved impossible to provide the full range of seeds which have been on offer in previous years.  I can only distribute what is donated – this is a seed exchange, not a shop. To fill the gaps in the seed list I have drawn heavily upon our seed bank. These fillers, shown in blue, comprise 20 of the 65 items or nearly 30%, which shows the seriousness of the situation.  The seed has been stored under appropriate conditions, but one must expect the germination percentage to be lower than for fresh seed.
Some of the ‘missing items’ are quite surprising, for example, Meconopsis superba. There are only a few reports that this species can hybridise, and plants normally produce a copious quantity of seed. Is there no member who is willing to raise plants on an annual basis for the benefit of the seed list?
M. aculeata – this is an attractive item for a raised bed or trough and will self-seed in the right conditions.  It should not need winter protection. There will be some natural variation with petal colour. The ‘dark form’ may produce flowers varying from dark purple to chocolate colour. Some of these would be worth selecting out.
M. baileyi  ex Anchorage – the original grower wrote “this particular plant has survived and thrived for 10 years with prolonged temperatures in the – 40o Fahrenheit range (which is - 40o C), and may be especially suited to northern gardeners”
M. baileyi  ‘Margaret’s mauve – this is a coloured form of M. baileyi originally donated by Peter Kohl.  Early reports suggest that it breeds true to colour and performs well in the garden.
M. baileyi – MGS#1 is a distinctive small-growing, fertile form or hybrid of M. baileyi.
M. baileyi  subsp. pratensis – a new addition to the seed list. Most plants in cultivation under this name are sterile, or mis-identified, so this is worth cultivating with care.
M. baileyi  hybrid (x M. latifolia?) – this may be the same plant currently circulating as M. latifolia in various seed exchanges. The genuine M. latifolia has not been cultivation for many years.
M. balangensis – once again we have seed from garden plants.  Even so, we need more members growing it in raised beds or troughs to ensure that it remains in cultivation.  There seems to be quite a variation with petal colour – from slate blue to sky blue.
M. balangensis var. atrata – possibly a bit trickier than the normal species, with dark red flowers.
M. betonicifolia hybrid MGS#3 – an accidental hybrid cross with true M. betonicifolia being pollinated by M. baileyi. This hybrid is much easier to grow than true M. betonicifolia, forming an attractive plant which is stoloniferous and clump forming. Don’t grow it close to M. baileyi or it will back-cross.
M. x complexa – this is the accepted name for M. napaulensis (of hort) in its various colour forms.  The mixture labelled as Carig Dhubh is from a wonderful selection of mixed colours.  For the other donations, the seed may produce flowers of the same colour as the parent plant, but this cannot be guaranteed.
M. delavayi – this species requires special care and attention to ensure that it thrives.  Fungal infections and too much direct sunshine have been cited as causes of demise.
M. dhwojii – a number of members reported having raised good plants, only to lose them the following winter. So this is one which may need some winter protection, such as a covering of fern fronds. The degree of pigmentation on the leaves seems to be light dependent. The fern-like leaves are similar to those of M. robusta, but the lobes are smaller and much more delicate. A true gem!
M. fertile blue group – only two things are certain: the plants will be fertile and blue flowered.  They will give a fine display if well fed. Select out the best plants and discard the rest.
M. fertile blue group (from ‘Kingsbarns’) – the original M. ‘Kingsbarns Hybrids’ came from James Cobb who lived in the Fife village of Kingsbarns. Although the original seed was said to have come from a plant of M. x sheldonii, the identity of the pollen parent is uncertain. Plants of the first generation were variable but most had petals with a silk-like appearance and their seed capsules were like those of M. grandis, by being devoid of hairs. Being fertile, it is likely that these plants have back-crossed. Please record the characteristics of what grows.

M. gakyidiana – previously this plant was known as M. grandis subsp orientalis but was elevated to species status and re-named. Many plants in cultivation are said to be ‘ex NAPE’ as their parentage may be traced back to seed collected during the Nagaland Arunachal Pradesh Expedition. However, it has been reported that plants differ from those observed in the wild.  In 2016 the Meconopsis Group introduced new seed which had been collected near Cuona by one of our Chinese members. If you are still growing the Cuona plants, then please let us know.  Last year two items were on offer (‘A’ or ‘B’) which were thought to be close to plants observed in the wild. This year, please photograph details of the plants in flower, recording whether it is ‘A’ or ‘B’ and send in the results. Two different sources (C and D) are being used this year. Please label them as such, so that we can track them.
M. gakyidiana ‘robust form’ – the parent plant appeared amongst seedlings of ‘ex-NAPE’ but is much more vigorous and is different from M. grandis subsp grandis.  Photographs of its development would be appreciated.
M. grandis subsp grandis ex Tibet – the resulting plants should be typical of this subspecies in the wild with multiple peduncles above the false whorl and therefore having a longer flowering season than 'Himal Sky' or 'Astral Blue'. The seed donor has asked recipients to label them as ex Tibet and to keep them separate from other forms of this subspecies.
M. grandis ex Arunachal Pradesh – as the original was collected in Arunachal Pradesh, this could represent the true species of M. gakyidiana.  Please take photographs to check the identity.
M. grandis subsp grandis ‘Himal Sky’ – it was pleasing to see that members had taken the trouble to hand pollinate plants and produce a good amount of seed. The same needs to be done for ‘Astral Blue’.  Both of these forms should have seed capsules which are virtually devoid of hairs.

M. henrici   –  No seed was donated and there is no reserve.

M. heterandra  –  this species is very similar to M. balangensis, except that the flowers are held on basal scapes rather that a well-defined raceme.  Please send in photographs of it in flower to confirm its identification, and keep it separate from any plants of M. balangensis that you might have.

M. integrifolia - as plants of the two sub-species do not seem to conform to the species distribution map in ‘The Genus Meconopsis’, we are labelling them by their collection location while the problem is being investigated. Please record which form you are growing and keep them separate from other forms. 

M. integrifolia ‘Balang Shan form’ should have open-faced flowers whereas petals of the M. integrifolia ‘Zheduo Shan form’ produce a closed ‘globe’.  Last year, members growing the ‘Jaijin Shan form’ were requested to keep a photographic record of the resulting plants and carry out hand pollination this year.
M. lijiangensis - if growers could take digital images of this rarity during its stages of growth and development, it would be of great importance for our understanding of how the yellow Meconopsis taxa are related.
M. merakensis  –  No seed was donated and there is no reserve.

M. napaulensis –  No seed of the true species was donated and there is no reserve.

M. paniculata ssp paniculata ex Sikkim – the original seed was collected in Sikkim in 2015 and the plants have been growing in the absence of anything which could cross-pollinate them, so please ask label the plants as ‘ex Sikkim’. They may be distinct from other forms of this sub-species.
M. paniculata ‘Great White’ ex CC 3317 – this is an absolute giant which can grow to over 3m in height with hundreds of white blooms. The attractive rosette of silvery leaves normally do not need winter protection and under suitable conditions the plants will self seed. Like all M. paniculata types it can hybridise readily with M. staintonii and similar species, in which case the  leaf rosette will have a rusty colour instead of silver.
M. paniculata ‘Carmine’ – this attractively coloured hybrid is a new addition to the seed list, but the identity of the other parent in uncertain.

M. prattii – this species sometimes throws up an albino form, which would be very exciting.
M. punicea – please hand-pollinate your plants when the petals start to fall from the pollen donor plant so that the pollen is ripe. All M. punicea seed should be sown immediately to get a good germination. A spring sowing may not germinate until the following year, so don’t throw away your seed trays to early!.
M. quintuplinervia – this is a first rate species which can be used to produce excellent dwarf hybrids.  
M. racemosa –  No seed was donated and there is no reserve. All of the plants raised from seed of previous years appear to be of the similar species, Meconopsis zhongdianensais, which is much taller with more flowers clinging to a stout central scape.
M. robusta  – this plant resembles M. dhwojii in many ways but is not quite so delicate, being taller when in flower with larger leaflet lobes. Both species bear an abundance of very attractive butter coloured flowers, making them a great addition to the garden border.  It would be interesting to know if the two species can hybridise.
M. rudis  – many members find that this is a slow growing plant which may take 3 or 4 years to reach maturity. In the early years the plant may have just a few weak-looking leaves while the tap-root is developing. Don’t despair, just mark its position and it will appear again, the following year.
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Leaves of a mature plant tend to be a glaucous blue-green colour with a heavy covering of dark purple pigmentation at the bases of leaf spines. It probably will hybridise with M. prattii, so try to keep them well apart. 
M. x setifera – a sort of ‘catch all’ which may be hybrids from M. prattii, M. racemosa, M. rudis, and M. zhongdianensis
M. simplicifolia –  No seed was donated and there is no reserve. Surely there are members who still grow this species.  It used to be widely grown and was used to produce Les Drummond’s Meconopsis x hybrida ‘Lunanhead’, which he nicknamed ‘Simply Grand’ after the parent plants.
[image: image2.jpg]



M. staintonii (red form) – seed originated from collections made by Chris Chadwell. The red flowered form normally has yellowish-green leaves covered in ginger coloured hairs. If the leaves look silvery or greyish, then the plant has hybridised (see Meconopsis paniculata) and the flowers are likely to be white or pink. Both produce attractive rosettes of leaves during the winter which do not need protection.
M. sulphurea subsp sulphurea – this species used to be known as M. pseudo-integrifolia.  Plants of subsp. gracilifolia should have narrower leaves.
M. superba –  No seed was donated and seed from our reserve is being used.
M. wallichii –  Although seed was donated it was not viable and there is no reserve.  This species used to be widely grown and we are in danger of losing it unless members keep raising plants in a colony, year after year, to ensure a seed crop.
M. wanbaensis –  No seed was donated. Hand pollinated seed was recently offered to any member who would attempt to maintain this species in cultivation in a pure form. So far there have been no takers!
M. wilsonii – there were no donations of seed for any of the sub-species this year, which was extremely disappointing when one takes into account how many packets have been distributed over the past few years. Seed from the reserve is on offer. These are majestic plants and quite distinct from anything else, so give them a go!  Does anyone still have subsp. wilsonii?
M. yaoshanensis – a small, deep purple flowered, beauty suitable for a large trough or raised bed.  

Beware – the fleshy green leaves are beloved of slugs and snails!  Once again, no seed was donated and we will probably exhaust our reserve. Action is needed from members.
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M. zhongdianensis  – the original seed was collected near Zhongdian, so it ought to be correctly identified. The stout raceme should have numerous tightly-held flowers with 7 to 9 rich blue petals and pure white anthers.  All plants being grown as Meconopsis racemosa appear to be this species.
M. ‘Burgundy’  – flower colour, not the place of origin, so it should be interesting!  If you grow it, please send in some photographs for identification.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Finally

At the next AGM I will put my name forward for re-election as seed exchange manager in 2024/25. However, I feel that the time is now right for a younger person(s) with new ideas, to take over that role in subsequent years. This is not a decision taken lightly as I have taken great pleasure in developing the seed exchange, and making new friends around the world.
I already have made my decision known to The Meconopsis Group committee and have requested that the seed exchange manager for 2025/26 be elected at the 2024 AGM. This will allow the appointee(s) to shadow the procedures involved in the autumn 2024 seed exchange, in preparation for the following year.
Ian D. Scott                                                                                 e-mail: ianscottryvoan@btinternet.com
