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Dear Member
A warm welcome if this is your first newsletter from us. We hope that existing and new members will be able to join us at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh on Nov. 15th 2008 for our next Group meeting.
10th Anniversary

The Meconopsis Group celebrated its 10th anniversary this year. The first meeting of interested plants people was held on 9th September 1998, with a meeting in the RBGE. The Group’s first Constitution was approved on 14th February 2004. Did we think we would still be active ten years later? Much has been achieved, but there is still much to do!

Brickell Award 2008

We are delighted to announce that the work of our Group Co-ordinator, Dr. Evelyn Stevens, in furthering the knowledge of Meconopsis has been recognised with the presentation of The Brickell Award.

It was presented by HRH The Duchess of Cornwall at the Hampton Court Palace Flower Show, and is given annually by the NCCPG to the top National Plant Collection holder.

As you know Evelyn is the co-founder of the Meconopsis Group.
Gardening Scotland

The Meconopsis Group Stand at Gardening Scotland was much admired by the visitors - and the plants on display survived their ordeal! Geoff was involved in the setting up of the stand, and plants were provided by Geoff and Evelyn. The Stand was manned throughout the three days of the Show by members of the Committee. 

Our thanks to everyone who helped over the three days. Six new members joined at the Show.
Awards

A meeting of the Joint Rock Garden Plant Committee of the RHS was convened at Gardening Scotland. This included for us a further assessment of big blue perennial poppies.  Four of Evelyn’s plants were given Awards:-
M. 'Crewdson Hybrid' 
AM

M. ‘Willie Duncan'
PC 

M. 'Bobby Masterton' 
PC

M. 'P.C. Abildgaard'
PC
Spring 2009 meeting 
The date has still to be finalised, hopefully as 28th February 2009. The date should be confirmed at the meeting on Nov.15th. It is difficult to arrange a spring meeting avoiding SRGC Shows - and rugby fixtures - this appears the best compromise at present. Margaret Thorne will be a main speaker.

Seed Exchange

The Seed Exchange letter from Jim Jermyn is attached/ enclosed. The Seed list will be sent to those who request it and enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

Membership Renewal 2009

I have included a Membership Renewal notice with this mailing. The membership year runs from January1st. Renewal forms will also be available at the meeting in November.

Programme for the meeting on 15th November 2008  in the Conference Room
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 10.00 – 15.30

Meeting Chairman: John Mitchell

10.00 - 10.30    Arrival – tea and coffee provided 

10.30 - 11.00
 'By their fruits you shall know them'



David Rankin 
11.00 - 11.45 
‘A baker's dozen, the best perennial poppies


 for a conventional garden’




Jim Jermyn
11.45 - 12.15
‘Plants for naming’





Evelyn Stevens
12.15 - 13.15
 Bring your own Picnic lunch - tea and coffee provided
13.15 - 14.00 
‘An eye on Inverewe's future’




Kevin Ball
14.00 - 14.30
 ‘An investigation into the ecology and ethnobotany 



of some Meconopsis species of Nepal’


Paul Egan

14.30 -15.00
 ‘Plant portraits’  





Geoff Hill

15.00 -15.20
 ‘The effects of this year’s weather on Meconopsis’ 

Discussion
15.20 -15.30
  Any questions?
Meeting Arrangements

Venue

The Conference Room of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is at 20a Inverleith Row Edinburgh, EH3 5LR. 
If you require directions please access the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh website, or contact me. There is also a regular bus service from Central Edinburgh if you are coming by train.
Meeting Charge There will be a nominal charge of £1 to attend this meeting, but this will include a raffle ticket. (Plants or seeds as prizes!) Additional raffle tickets can be purchased to help defray costs.

50:50 Plant Sale Please bring plants for a 50:50 plant sale (2 labels per pot, one for your name and the price, the other for the plant name). This is an important part of our day as the sale of plants will help to distribute the plants more widely among members and will boost our funds. Meconopsis and other plants are welcome.

Picnic lunch Please bring your own lunch to the meeting. Tea and coffee will be provided at 10.00am and at lunchtime.

Guests will be made very welcome.

Note for New Members If you are unsure of the arrangements please contact Norma McDowall. 

Distribution by email
Every distribution by email results in a number of "undelivered" messages with several different reasons. If you feel you have not received a mailing please get in touch.

Reports

I enclose with this newsletter the report of Chris Grey-Wilson’s presentation to us on March 8th 2008.
If you do not receive any of the items please let me know. As usual I may need to email items over a few days.
· Newsletter

· Report of 2 talks by  Kit Grey-Wilson on 08.03.08
· Seed Exchange letter

· Renewal Form 2009

· Attendance slip for the meeting on Nov 15th 2008

 Yours sincerely
Norma McDowall (Secretary)
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