
Meconopsis at NTS Garden ‘Branklyn’
by Steve McNamara
(written up by Norma McDowall)
Named Plants grown at Branklyn
M. x beamishii
M. betonicifolia 

M. betonicifolia var. alba
M. betonicifolia ‘Hensol Violet’ 

M. chelidonifolia, 

M. x cookei ‘Old Rose’

M. ‘Lingholm’ 

M. ‘Ascreavie’ 

M. ‘Huntfield’ 

M. ‘Jimmy Bayne’ 

M. grandis
M. horridula
M. ‘Crarae’ 

M. ‘Crewdson Hybrid’ 

M. ‘Mrs Jebb’ 

M. ‘Slieve Donard’ 

M. napaulensis (Hort.) 
M. pseudointegrifolia
M. punicea 

M. quintuplinervia
M. x sarsonsii
M. superba 

M. ‘Willie Duncan’ 

M. ‘Keillour’ 

M. ‘Maggie Sharp’ 

M. ‘Bobby Masterton’ 

M. ‘Dorothy Renton’

M. ‘Stewart Annand’ 

M. ‘Mervyn Kessell’ 

M. ‘Marit’ 

M. ‘Barney’s Blue’ 

M. ‘Bryan Conway’ 

M. ‘P.C. Abildgaard’  

Steve introduced his talk by referring to the establishment of the garden at Branklyn in Perth.

Dorothy and John Renton started Branklyn Garden in 1922, eventually creating a garden of trees, shrubs and alpines. The main influence on the garden was the growing of plants introduced by the plant hunters of the era, but mainly Ludlow and Sherriff. The Rentons created areas to accommodate these plants: a scree, a rock garden and a peat bed area. This remains the basis of the Garden today. Regular visitors may note that some of the former grass paths have been changed to bark, to avoid visitors slipping in damp conditions.
Steve referred to a number of Meconopsis (listed above) in his PowerPoint presentation, adding comments.

· Steve has observed that many of the plants of Meconopsis that do not do well respond to being moved to a lighter, sunnier location. This has been effective with M. ‘Jimmy Bayne’
· M. x cookei ‘Old Rose’ is grown both in scree and also in moist situations, coping well with the diverse conditions. The plants look different in their different.
· M. punicea too grows well.

· M. ‘Stewart Annand’ (newly named) was named after Stewart Annand, the first Head Gardener after the Rentons.

· A group of M. ‘Mrs Jebb’ has done well and grows strongly, without dieing off in winter wet.

· M. ‘Bobby Masterton’ looks well alongside candelabra Primula.

· M. ‘Lingholm’ has a very purple colour each year. He is not sure if it would come this way from seed.

· M. ‘Barney’s Blue’ is asked for by visitors because of its particular changing flower colour.

· Groups of monocarpics, M. napaulensis (Hort.) and M. pseudointegrifolia, are worth growing too.
· M. superba does not need covered now in winter. Seed is often taken by visitors.
Additional information
As Branklyn is famous for its Meconopsis, and given the history of the garden, Steve, along with the National Trust for Scotland, has decided to add to the collection of Meconopsis species and cultivars.  For this, they have been clearing areas suitable for growing them by removing overgrown shrubs and trees, for example.  For the last few years they have been working towards a NCCPG National Collection, possibly restricted to the big perennial blue poppies in the first instance, but maybe in time including the others. The names of some of the plants the Garden already had, had become confused and Steve has been working, in conjunction with the Meconopsis Group, on sorting out the plants he already had and has been acquiring new cultivars.  There are still a few plants from the past that require to be identified. Steve want to build the collection with computer records and labels to be sure all plants are correctly identified and labelled.

Steve showed a variety of plants other than Meconopsis, including Paeonia rockii, orchids e.g. Cypripedium reginae and a red Lilium ‘Theseus’ (one of the National collection of Lilies).
John thanked Steve for his presentation.
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