‘Update of the year’s activities’
by Dr. Evelyn Stevens

(written up by Norma McDowall)

Dr. Evelyn Stevens gave an update of the year’s activities of the Meconopsis Group since the last meeting in Feb 2006.               

She reminded members that John had already referred to several items of news and Jim had talked about the highly successful trip to Ireland.

JRGPC 

    Evelyn intimated that the JRGPC met again this year especially to look at Meconopsis and we are grateful to RBGE for providing the venue and the RHS and Joint Rock GPC for agreeing to meet to assess the plants.

Three awards were given this year in addition to the eight awards given last year:-
 M. betonicifolia ‘Hensol Violet’   Awarded a PC.  
The photographs of this plant taken on the Assessment day are still in the camera, so Evelyn showed some of her photographs of M. ‘Hensol Violet’ taken in her garden.
 M. ‘Mrs. Jebb’    Awarded an AM.

A slide was shown of the plant submitted, taken by Carole Bainbridge on the Assessment day.

Additional photographs were taken in the garden.

 M. ‘Crewdson Hybrid’ *   Awarded an AM.

 The next photograph shown was taken by Carole Bainbridge of the M. ‘Crewdson hybrid’ * (exhibited by Evelyn) which got a PC last year.  Intriguingly an AM was awarded to a different plant of M. ‘Crewdson Hybrid’ this year.   But the Committee decided that the 2006 plant exhibited by Ian was different.   In view of this, this will be looked at by further trialing over the next year or two, by growing it together with other accessions of M. ‘Crewdson Hybrid’ to see if it merits a different cultivar status.

Evelyn showed one of many plants of M. ‘Crewdson hybrid’ growing in her garden. 
* [subject to a new cultivar name]


SRGC Show
M. x cookei ‘Old Rose’   
Les Drummond’s M. x cookei ‘Old Rose’ was awarded a PC at the SRGC show in Aberdeen earlier in the summer (2006). 
Plants given Awards 2005

Evelyn said she did not know until recently about the photographs that were taken by Carole Bainbridge of the plants given Awards last year.  But as Carole has kindly let us have a set of them, she thought members might like to see the photographs taken on the day. 
 M. ‘Slieve Donard’
 FCC

 M. ‘Lingholm’           AM
M. ‘Jimmy Bayne’      AM

M. ‘Huntfield’     
AM
M. ‘Barney’s Blue’     AM

M. ‘Ascreavie’             PC  
M. ‘Marit’                    PC

M. ‘Crewdson hybrid’
AM 
[subject to a new cultivar name]
KEY

FCC   
First Class Certificate

AM 
Award of Merit

PC   
Preliminary Certificate
Evelyn thinks that M. ‘Slieve Donard’ was the sterile plant that gave rise to fertile M. ‘Lingholm’, and noted that M. ‘Huntfield’  is very like M. ‘Jimmy Bayne’, but larger and more vigorous.
Future Aims:  

i.   JRGPC Awards We hope that the JRGPC will look at more plants next summer.  

ii.  AGMs  We hope to get arrangements underway for plants to be trialed for AGMs, i.e. assessing them for general garden use, rather than for exhibition as with Joint Rock awards 

Plants for naming in 2007
In February 2006 Evelyn reported that there were further plants that we would like to see named.  It was agreed that the Trials and Assessment subcommittee should consider them further and then make recommendations for approval at the next AGM.  This assessment has now been done, and plants will be put forward for naming at the AGM on March 10th 2007. 

Evelyn had prints of photographs on display at the meeting, and showed a number of illustrative slides.
The plants the Trials and Assessment subcommittee now recommends for naming at the AGM are:

Plants (MG number / nickname)


Suggested name
1.  MG52 
Stewart Annand Branklyn               
M. ‘Stewart Annand’ 

2.  MG50
Clock-tower                                        M. ‘Mervyn Kessell’

3.  MG122P.
P.C. Abildgaard    


M. ‘P.C. Abildgaard’



4.  MG209
M. betonicifolia ‘Inverewe’                M. ‘Inverewe’

5.  MG43 
M. Louise                                            M. ‘Louise’

6.  MG143
M. Mop-head                                      M. ‘Mop-head’

Evelyn commented on each of the plants:-

1
M. Stewart Annand Branklyn  (MG52 until approved) (Nickname)
Good clear blue flowers.  The plant is very tall. Capsule distinctive.
Late-flowering – it is the flowering stem on the far right of the picture

Stewart Annand was the first National Trust Gardener at Branklyn after the Rentons
2
M. Clocktower  (MG50 until approved)

Consistent sequence of opening purple and then changing to blue over the next day or two.  Flowers with rounded, clean-cut petals.  It is very tall and late-flowering.
 Highly characteristic young foliage which emerges well after other cultivars have appeared.  Very stiff-looking and with dark brown hairs 

Further stage in development of the sturdy, large, upreaching leaves

Given by David Tattersall to Evelyn. ‘Stand alone’ Group. Difficult to bulk up. Slow to get going, but it now quite successfully bulked up.

It is recommended that this plant be called M. ‘Mervyn Kessell’ after the joint founder of the Meconopsis Group, who sadly died in 2001.
3
M. ‘P.C. Abildgaard’ (MG122 until approved)
Individual flowers are very like M. ‘Slieve Donard’.  They are similarly sometimes downward-facing and sometimes outward-facing.    Very like M. ‘Slieve Donard’ in height and manner of growth.
The young foliage is very distinct – shows a strong M. betonicifolia influence – not at all like M. ‘Slieve Donard’ with its distinctive shape and long hairs with white tips.
Adult leaves differ from M. ‘Slieve Donard’ in being toothed (serrate).  Fruit capsules are very similar to M. ‘Slieve Donard’.
Very valuable features are the abundance of “extra” flowers in the axils of the leaves below the false whorl.  In many cultivars there is one flower below the cluster at the top, but M. ‘P.C.Abildgaard’ has many.

The plant was found by a student in Copenhagen in Denmark.  If it is named the University authorities there would like to name it after P. C. Abildgaard, founder of the veterinary school in Copenhagen.      
4
M. betonicifolia ‘Inverewe’ (MG209 until approved)  (Nickname)

Shown in print only, this is from Inverewe where they find it very persistent and vigorous. Evelyn is finding it the same and has made a number of divisions this year. The flower shape and colour is a good blue - very pretty. A sterile hybrid of M. betonicifolia, so it is suggested it has a cultivar name.

Former gardener (John Anderson) was keen to have it named, as is the new Head Gardener, Kevin Ball.
5
M. ‘Louise’ (MG43 until approved) (Nickname)

Raised and named by Les Newby. The flowers are a distinctive pale blue and the shape is almost square. A very vigorous plant, Evelyn made a number of divisions last year. Les would like it to be named after his granddaughter.
6
M. Mop-head  (MG143 until approved) (Nickname)
The flowers are huge! This was shown as a pressed specimen as well. Raised by Liz Young from SRGC seed (of M. betonicifolia. Evelyn thinks it should be propagated by division as she does not find it sets much seed despite having a very large fruit capsule.
Advance notice of more plants for naming    
Information displayed on a side display table showed possible future plants for naming. This included plants such as M. ‘Harry Bush’ which is continuing to be assessed.

Yunnan   
Several Meconopsis Group members were not able to go on the Irish trip because they went on a trip to Yunnan in the summer – John Mitchell as a leader, James Cobb, Margaret and David Thorn and Evelyn.  

Evelyn said that for James and her it was the first time they had seen Meconopsis growing in the wild, and were both very excited about doing so.  There was a lot of discussion about what was seen!
Talk and Demonstrations
Geoff Hill was asked by the Edinburgh Group of the SRGC to talk about the Meconopsis Group. He outlined the work of the Group and the plants which have been given awards by JRGPC.

Ian Christie was involved in two workshops during the summer:

i. Under the auspices of the SRGC there was a workshop at the ‘Explorers, The Scottish Plant Hunters Garden’ at Pitlochry.
ii. Under the auspices of the RHS there was a workshop at his nursery.
In both Ian demonstrated seed sowing, showed early rosette differences on his lap-top, demonstrated vegetative propagation by division and looked round the plants on display at Pitlochry and in his garden and shade tunnel.

Publications since the last meeting
Since the last meeting several articles have now been published featuring Meconopsis and copies were on the display table. Evelyn said that this is good because hopefully it increases awareness of our plants and helps gardeners understand and know them better and encourage them to grow correctly-named plants.

i.  Gardener’s World  April 2006    

Title “A Touch of Silk” by Carol Klein based on interviews with Gavin and Beryl McNaughton

ii. Gardening Which?  May 2006         

Title “Meconopsis”    By Chauney Dunford based on an interview with Evelyn and photographed at The Linns by their photographer, Howard Rice. 

iii. The Rock Garden July 2006           

Title “Awards to Big Blue Poppies”   By Evelyn.   This was the first article on Meconopsis in The Rock Garden since 2003 when there were articles by James Cobb and by Evelyn.

iv. Sibbaldia, Nov. 2006

This is the 4th issue of this new journal from the RBGE, subtitled “The journal of Botanic Garden horticulture” and is primarily for Botanic Gardens around the world.

Evelyn has written an article for this latest issue entitled “The Meconopsis Group, the big perennial Himalayan poppies and RHS awards”. 
v. “Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, May 2006  
Not a Meconopsis Group publication, but very much of interest after our talk today, is a major article by Dr. Chris Grey-Wilson entitled “The true identity of Meconopsis napaulensis”

vi. Alpine Garden Club of British Columbia Bulletin summer 2006      

Title:  “Big blue poppies: Commercial seed trials” by Bill Terry on the results of an experiment he did using carefully controlled conditions into the germinability of Meconopsis seed from commercial sources.  He used home saved seeds as controls.  His results ranged from 0% to 100% - the latter from home-saved seed of M. ‘Lingholm’ donated by Roger Nelson, who, you will remember was the introducer of M. ‘Lingholm’.   Most of the seeds Bill used were purchased by Evelyn in this country. Evelyn reported that they are going to repeat the experiment this year.

M. ‘Lingholm’ Seed  

Graeme Butler has grown M. ‘Lingholm’ from Roger Nelson’s seed and finds it excellent.  The plants are very uniform and robust.  There are a couple of photographs on the display table. Evelyn said that plants like this are very much to be encouraged. Evelyn said that Roger has donated seed which she is going to packet for the National Trust to be sold at National Trust gardens as early as possible next year

Forthcoming Publications 
i. The Garden   Spring 2007 Article by Jo Whittingham with photographs by Ray Cox.
ii. Report of Award plants in the AGS Bulletin - soon.

iii. The Rock Garden:  An article by Ian Christie on M. x cookei ‘Old Rose’

 Further Trials
Ian is continuing to set up trial beds in his nursery, to check further on, in particular:

       i. George Sherriff Group clones – of which we believe we have about two dozen or more possibly more distinct clones.

       ii. The various purported M. ‘Branklyn’ clones – this has largely arisen as a result of the Irish trip in the summer

       iii. The various M. ‘Crewdson’ clones – again as a result of this summer’s Joint Rock meeting 

Evelyn said that she is collaborating with Ian in these ventures and thinks others will be/are too.

Public Gardens
Three public gardens have approached us about extending their Meconopsis collections. Evelyn said we plan to work on these projects next spring with the aim of increasing the number of taxa of accurately named plants planted out in public gardens for people to see and learn from.
i. NTS Garden at Branklyn                                               
Steve McNamara has done a lot already, but wants to do more, and he has applied to the NCCPC for the collection of big blue poppies at the National Trust for Scotland’s Garden at Branklyn to be designated a National Collection.
ii. Explorers,The Scottish Plant Hunters Garden at Pitlochry
Julia Corden, who is in charge there, wishes to obtain more cultivars and build up their collection.    
iii.   NTS Inverewe     
Kevin Ball, the new Head Gardener, is keen to rebuild their Big Blue Poppy collection.

NCCPG Donation

Evelyn intimated that £200 has generously being donated by the Strathclyde Group of the NCCPG for purchasing plants to start a new NCCPG Collection of Big Blue Poppies at Inverewe Garden.
WEB-SITE
Evelyn gave some additional information about the website. 
· It continues to head the search engines. 
· The average number of ‘visits’ per day for 2006 was as follows:-

· Mar 53, Apr 51, May 61, June 53, July 45, Aug 38, Sep 41, Oct 44, Nov ( up to Nov 17th)
46. (These figures exclude use by Evelyn).
The number of 'hits' is 15-20 times these figures.

· Over 30 new members have made contact via the web-site.

· We have not added much new material for some time, but we now in the position to add a reasonable amount to the Plant Portraits within the next week or two – on M. grandis and M. George Sherriff Group.  Any feed-back would be welcome. 
· Members Area
It is disappointing that very few members have logged on to the Members Area more than once. This contains the Archives since 1998 prepared by Geoff Hill earlier this year, and is well worth looking at to see the progress made by the Meconopsis Group.
There is no reliable record of the number who have logged in once but the number is probably not above 10.
Some General Points noted from discussion 
· There are too many similar cultivars being given names.

· People seek a good blue colour.

· The commercial market seeks fewer but selected varieties.

· Commercial growers can choose what they wish to sell to their customers.

· Customers seek out ‘new’ plants, so commercial growers should respond.
· The NCCPG help conserve plants for the future.
· Plants are studied over a number of seasons for differences in their leaves, buds, flower shape, colour etc before being forward for naming.
· Certain cultivars do well on the east coast, others in the West.

· Two or more NCCPG Collections are needed to have differing growing environments.
· Plants can be given any name.

· We need to put names to distinct cultivars to avoid confusion.

· M. ‘Dalemain’ is named after Dalemain House in the Lake District

· Seed has to be stored for conservation.

At the end of the meeting John thanked our three speakers, Dr. Chris Grey-Wilson, Jim Jermyn and Dr. Evelyn Stevens. Members present showed their appreciation. 
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