Northern Ireland Trip Report
by Jim Jermyn

(written up by Norma McDowall)

Jim reported that twelve Meconopsis Group members were warmly welcomed by our Northern Ireland hosts, Margaret Glynn, Bob Gordon and Harold McBride, and were overwhelmed by their hospitality throughout our visit.
 The main reason for our visit was to seek out, not only any historic trace of the true M. ‘Branklyn’, but also any other Meconopsis of interest. Our host Members in Northern Ireland had long being growing plants in isolation and this has proved invaluable. 

After our rather damp journey from Troon in the second week of June and a reviving lunch, we visited Bob Gordon’s garden in Portglenone in County Antrim. Here, among a variety of trees and shrubs, was an isolated group of what was thought to be M. ‘Branklyn’. This was a great start to the trip. Later that day we returned to Ballymena and the garden of Margaret Glynn, near to where we were staying. Again, there were clumps of Meconopsis of interest including a stand of M. ‘Branklyn’ amid some magnificent shrubs and herbaceous perennials, as well as a colourful edging of Rhodohypoxis lining the drive.
The following morning Jim checked by phone that we were still able to visit the garden of 90 year old David Stewart-Moore at Ballyhivistock House in Ballymoney, as he had been seriously ill. Although David was very frail he insisted in joining the Group over a cup of coffee to discuss the plantings. He spoke openly on the origins of his plant material, saying that he had purchased his plants from Jack Drake’s nursery many years ago at a cost of 17/6 (in old money!) for a M. ‘Branklyn’ - very expensive at that time. The same plants had been in existence since that time. This is confirmed by correspondence between Bob Mitchell and him.
Sadly David Stewart-Moore died only a few weeks after our trip, but it was a privilege to have met and spoken with him.

Jim showed a number of slides of plants in his Garden. One of the outstanding highlights was a magnificent stand of M. ‘Slieve Donard’ in full bloom (which had come in fact from Slieve Donard). Of known origin, these plants are of great significance, and it was suggested that they need to be studied together with other plants from Christian Curtis (grand daughter of Dr. Curle) and Tom Shearer, as they have all appear to be from the same source. Another (non Meconopsis) highlight was the variety of Candelabra Primulas and other Primula such as PP. helodoxa, prolifera, pulverulenta, bulleyana and ‘Inverewe’ among others, flowering beautifully in fertile organic conditions on the edge a large lake.
On the third day we visited Harold McBride in Lisburn and then Gary Dunlop at Newtonards before returning home to glorious sunshine.
Harold’s garden has a superb collection of rock garden plants as well as other Meconopsis including M. ‘Branklyn’ and M. superba (unfortunately past flowering) and M. horridula complex.
Gary Dunlop’s garden, on a south facing and free draining slope was again most interesting as he continues to work on it. Of particular note was the range of Roscoea. Unfortunately the Meconopsis had struggled in the recent dry sunny conditions and had almost died away.

In conclusion Jim suggested that we need to assess all the plants of M. ‘Branklyn’ from the various sources (although it is believed they have the same origin from Inshriach) along with M. ‘Jimmy Bayne’ and other George Sherriff Group plants over some seasons to establish whether the Meconopsis Group has in fact found true M. ‘Branklyn’. This would indeed be a triumph.
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