The Meconopsis Group meeting 11th June 2005

Tour of  plants at The Linns

Plants in bold are emphasised as they need to be considered carefully now with a view to naming in the near future, or for some other reason.

There is not time to mention every plant in the collection, but I will point out those of particular importance at this point in time.

Plants marked “Rare” – only very few plants exist and I don’t think we need dwell on them for long

Plants marked B and C are plants that I know are to be seen growing very well at Branklyn and Ian Christie’s. 

Area 1 – Front garden

	Plant 
	Comments
	Your comments

	‘Lingholm’
	Original ‘Lingholm’ – early 1960’s  and Tromso grandis (is also Lingholm 
	

	True Ormswell
	Was thought by Jim Jermyn to be true Ormswell – he is not so sure now   Rare
	

	Original x sheldonii
	Source Jermyn/Edrom  Differs from “True x sheldonii” and “FCC x sheldonii” from Cobb – to be seen later   Rare
	

	Clocktower
	I think this needs to be named for the next meeting
	

	Jimmy Bayne
	B and C
	

	Ascreavie
	B and C
	

	4 GSGp plants
	To illustrate variability within George Sherriff Group
	

	Willie Duncan
	Bulking up quite nicely
	

	Slieve Donard 
	Also “Dawyck”.  I think they are identical, but Jim and Ian are not so sure in their gardens.
	

	Dorothy Renton   (BR)
	See particularly at Branklyn – growing well and a good blue at Branklyn this year
	

	Harry Bush
	FBGp  Differs from ‘Lingholm’  Later into growth and flowering
	

	Early Sikkim Ascreavie ‘76
	Rare
	

	Stewart Annand Branklyn

(Note: Nick-name only)
	Source: Mike Stone, dating back to 1976. Note this also (Steve and I think) at Branklyn where we think we have relocated it.  Rare so far.   
	

	Barney’s Blue  (CH) 
	Compare also with Right Hand Side Ascreavie and Perth Academy. 
	

	Crewdson Hybrid
	
	

	Mrs Cicely Crewdson
	Source: Inshriach in 2003.  Has been growing undisturbed there since before 1976.  Please compare this with Mrs Jebb, elsewhere.
	

	A number of GSGp clones
	Of particular note are a set from Huntfield, via Biggar Park
	

	Willie Duncan
	
	

	Dippoolbank
	Very tall.  Strong betonicifolia influence.  Rare so far
	

	x cookei ‘Old Rose’
	Raised by Les Drummond   Becoming available
	

	7/8 punicea
	Raised by Les Drummond   Unique
	


Area 2:  At last I think I have learnt how to deal with raising from seed – see greenhouse

Area 3:  Back of house

	Plant
	Comment
	

	Ascreavie
	B and C
	

	Branklyn from Rushbrooke
	
	

	Crarae
	
	

	Barney’s Blue
	Bought from a different source from Ian’s as x sheldonii – i.e. Barney’s Blue was quite widely distributed, although not recognised as distinct.  I have 2 others, as well
	

	Grandis
	Form long in cultivation – traced source: Cluny, I think
	

	Betonicifolia
	Purported wild source – botanic garden in Germany
	

	Simplicifolia x grandis
	This is Les Drummond’s “Simply grand”
	

	Mrs Jebb
	Note its height as compared with Area  
	

	Maggie Sharp
	                 Ditto
	

	
	
	


Area 4 South of polytunnel
	Plant
	Comment
	

	Keillour
	Source: Keillour Castle, via Stuart Pawley
	

	Aitken Dream Poppy
	Source: Keillour Castle, via James Aitken. These two are obviously related, but do not appear to be the same clone.  Rare
	

	Hensol Violet
	
	

	Crarae
	
	

	30 year Biggar Park
	This is an outstanding clone in my view, and should be considered for naming, unless shown to be syn with Ascreavie.   
	

	Tromso grandis = Lingholm
	This and below illustrate some of the variability we see in Lingholm,   There are 
	

	Corrennie =  Lingholm
	also other good egs of Lingholm (with varying flowering times
	

	Dawyck II (Linn’s Square)
	Nameworthy, if we can bulk it up sufficiently
	

	Houndwood
	
	

	grandis 
	Bought from Ron McBeath in 1997
	

	Received as Branklyn
	From Ron Rushbrooke  Is, in fact, another Barney’s Blue
	

	Denmark/P.C.Abildgaard
	Name-worthy in future in my view.  It has been divided into 4 this year
	

	
	
	


Area 5  North of polytunnel, 1st Bed

	Plant
	Comments
	

	Barney’s Blue (CH)
	But this plant is not from Ascreavie – was purchased as M. x sheldonii
	

	30 year Biggar Park
	I think this is syn. with 30 year Biggar Park, but it was acquired in another way.
	

	Harry Bush
	Later emerging rosette and later flowering than Lingholm
	

	Bryan Conway
	This is largely over, but I have it elsewhere still in quite good condition
	

	x sarsonsii
	Note the betonicifolia characteristics
	

	Mrs Jebb
	
	

	
	
	

	betonicifolia pratensis
	Narrow and broad petalled forms
	

	Keillour
	
	

	Original x sheldonii
	No red=purple pigment in foliage, unlike True sheldonii, FCC form sheldonii, Bobby Masterton and even in Slieve Donard
	

	Marit
	A lovely near white form from Tromso.  This name needs to be approved.  
	

	Clocktower
	I suggest that we should be able to name this now. Could become available
	

	Mayriggs 1 and 2
	Syn Ascreavie, possibly.  Comments please, 
	

	GS600 from Gilston
	Is another Barney’s Blue – in this case donated by Les Drummond
	

	grandis 
	Recent seedlings
	

	Aitken Dream Poppy 
	2005 divisions
	

	
	
	


Area 5 North of Polytunnel, 2nd Bed

	Plant
	Comments
	

	Denmark/P.C. Abildgaard
	I think this should be named in due course, but it is not being seen this year in its best condition because I have done a lot of dividing
	

	Barney’s Blue  (CH)
	From Ian Christie/Ascreavie
	

	Stewart Annand Branklyn
	Nick-name only.  Is not the Branklyn.  We think we have located this at Branklyn as well
	

	Area 6  
	
	

	IN POTS AT END OF POLYTUNNEL
	Ascreavie, Bryan Conway, Mrs Jebb, Lingholm
	


Area 7  The Enclosure

The planting here, in places, i.e. to the left, is rather congested, and difficult to get at, I am afraid.

	Plant
	Comments
	

	Cruickshank
	
	

	FCC Form Sheldonii
	From Mike Hirst/Cobb I think this is syn,. Cruickshank
	

	Maggie Sharp
	Note the height of these plants
	

	Mrs Jebb
	               Ditto
	

	Huntfield
	There are several of these
	

	Grandis Nape
	Wild collected near GS600, Arunachal Pradesh, east of Bhutan
	

	Bobby Masterton
	Slightly lighter blue than Slieve Donard.  Capsules and leaves differ from Slieve Donard
	

	Slieve Donard
	
	

	A number of GSGp clones
	I will try to point these out, but not give details here
	

	Keillour and Aitken Dream Poppy
	
	

	Betonicifolia 
	The form at Inverewe that John Anderson would like to name Inverewe.  I think this is justified
	

	Carmen
	An unusual, pale blue betonicifolia hybrid.  Seems to be perennial
	

	Mildred
	From Jim Thomson  Not yet flowered
	

	Pitlochry GSGp.
	This is not Lingholm, which it was labelled early last year
	

	Mop-head
	Liz Young’s. Going over now, but the flowers are huge.  Rare 
	

	Kilbryde Castle White and Ascreavie White
	I think these are synonymous.  Rare
	

	NE Nepal grandis
	Seed collected by Ian Christie and Ron McBeath in 2000.
	

	White Lingholm
	With blue streaks
	

	Kingsbarns Hybrids 
	
	

	Bryan Conway
	
	

	X beamishii 
	From Beryl.  Is this x beamishii?  
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