Meconopsis Group – April 2005


Directory of “Meconopsis-rich” gardens

(compiled April 2005)

This directory has been compiled for the convenience of members wishing to visit “Meconopsis-rich” gardens”.  In the case of the private gardens, please make sure to phone beforehand to make an appointment.  These are marked with*     For gardens open to the public it would be advisable to phone the garden beforehand to confirm opening times, if you are making a special journey.  The list includes several non-British gardens.  However, it is by no means comprehensive.  Further suggestions to add to the list would be welcome.
Ian Christie Christies Nursery, Downfield, Main Road, Westmuir, nr. Kirriemuir, Angus 

Tel. 01575 572 977   Ian is a great enthusiast for Meconopsis and has a good collection, many growing in shade tunnels dedicated to them, and others in the garden.  Various clones and cultivars are available for sale.                                                          

Branklyn Garden  A National Trust Garden at Dundee Road, Perth. Tel. 01738 625 535 
Branklyn is famous in the history of Meconopsis and is a beautiful garden with lovely plantings of various species and cultivars of Meconopsis – and many other plants.  The garden is organising a special Meconopsis Day on May 29th 2005.  

John and Wendy Mattingley at Cluny Garden, Aberfeldy, Perthshire  Tel.018878 20795

A large woodland garden, created by Mr. Bobby Masterton over half a century ago and well-known for its Meconopsis (and other choice plants). Plants probably for sale.  . 

Susan and David Barnes*  Biggar House, Biggar. Lanarkshire   Tel. 01899 220 185  

I regard this as having an interesting and important collection of Meconopsis.  Apart from this, this10 acre garden is very attractive with many interesting plants.

Jack Drake, John Borrowman, Inshriach Alpine Plant Nursery, Aviemore.  

Tel. 01540 651 287    This nursery is famous in Meconopsis history.  Jack Drake was an important early distributor of plants raised from seed from plants of M. grandis originally introduced by Ludlow and Sherriff under the collection number GS600.  Seeds were given to him by the Dorothy and John Renton, creators of Branklyn Garden.   .                                               
Cally Gardens (Gatehouse of Fleet, Castle Douglas  Fax. 01557 815 029)  Admission £1.50   Sat-Sun:10.00am-5.30pm & Tues-Frid: 2.00pm-5.30pm  Write or fax to visit at other times.  A nursery with a wide range of unusual plants and which features mass plantings in a woodland glade setting of M. ‘Lingholm’ grown for seed production.     

Newman Burberry*   Druimavuic Gardens, Appin, Argyll   Tel 01631 730 295 or email newmanburberry@aol.com    Newman would be happy to welcome visitors and talk about Meconopsis.  He grows big perennial blue poppies, M. napaulensis and M. integrifolia and M. pseudointegrifolia well.

Cameron and Anne Carmichael*  18 Waterside Gardens, Carmunnock, Glasgow  

Tel. 0141 644 3188     Meconopsis are an important feature of Cameron and Anne’s 3 and a half acre garden, which is also rich in many other genera.

Les and Avril Drummond*   6 Old Brechin Road, Lunanhead, by Forfar, Angus DD8 3NT  Tel 01307 468 641  This is a small, mixed garden including Meconopsis, primulas, gentians and lilies.  Les and Avril are keen gardeners, excellent propagators and successful with plant breeding.  Les has raised some very lovely forms of M. x cookei, one of which has been named ‘Old Rose’.

Crarae Gardens by Inverary, Loch Fyneside, Argyllshire   Tel. 01546 886 614 or 01546 886389.

This famous woodland garden, with a wide range of plants in a beautiful Highland glen setting, has a large “river” of a distinctive form of big blue perennial poppy, now with the agreed clonal name M. `Crarae' which has been growing at Crarae for a long time.   We have not as yet been able to find out anything about its provenance.  Information would be welcome.

Dawyck Botanic Garden  Stobo, nr. Peebles    Tel. 01721 760 254   Open daily 10.00am – 6pm.

This large woodland garden is an outstation of RBGE with large plantings of big blue poppies.   We previously thought that it was a distinct form and named it M. `Dawyck'.  However, it has now been recognised that it is indistinguishable from M. ‘Slieve Donard’. 

Logan Botanic Garden, Port Logan, Stranraer, Wigtownshire Tel. 01776 860 231  Open daily 10.00am – 5.00pm

This is another outstation of the RBGE in which Meconopsis grow well.   

Tom Shearer  Beechgrove, Broughton, by Biggar, Peeblesshire   Tel. 01899 830 288

Tom’s garden has a truly impressive display of Meconopsis, mainly of M. x ‘Slieve Donard’ which he was given many years ago from nearby Dawyck.
Beryl and Ian McNaughton*, Tynebank, Spilmersford Bridge, Pentcaitland, East Lothian, EH34 5DS 

Tel. 01875 340797   Garden with mixed plantings and areas devoted to a growing collection of the various cultivars of the big perennial blue poppies which are coping with the difficulties of the drier east coast conditions.

Evelyn and Lewis Stevens*    Tel. 01786 822 295          
There is a danger that this garden (total area 3 and a half acres, but the Meconopsis beds are within about half of it) is becoming a monoculture for the large perennial blue poppies!  I now have a large number of different accessions growing here and the collection is recognised as a NCCPG National Collection. 

Holehird Gardens is about 1mile up the A592 (signed Kirkstone Pass and Ullswater) from its junction with the A591 Windermere-Ambleside road.  Tel.  015394 46008   Open at all times, with a donation box.   This 12 acre garden is run entirely voluntarily by the members of the Lakeland Horticultural Society.  It has displays of Meconopsis, mostly of big blue poppies (mainly M. ‘Lingholm’) and M. napaulensis and, of course many other plants, including three National Collections.

 Peter and Trish Kohn  Tel 01571 833 288 or email peter@kerrachar.co.uk or web-site www.kerrachar.co.uk A range of Meconopsis species and cultivars feature strongly in this wonderfully located garden in NW Sutherland (access by boat from Kylesku). Big blue perennial poppies in June, succession of monocarpic species throughout the summer.  The garden is open to visitors from May – Sept. on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays

Explorers, The Scottish Plant Hunters Garden, Pitlochry Festival Theatre, Pitlochry, Perthshire, PH16 5DR  Tel. 01796484616    www.explorersgarden.com
This is one of Scotland’s newest gardens dedicated to the Scottish Plant Hunters - some of the hunters that we include are Major George Sherriff, Sir George Taylor, and George Forrest. We have a good collection of Meconopsis from the big perennial blue forms through to the monocarpic species like M. napaulensis, M. paniculata and M. pseudointegrifolia. We also have a good range of Meconopsis on sale. From April - 31st August 2005 we have an Exhibition on George Forrest which has been kindly lent to use by The Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh.

Tatton Park (National Trust), Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 6QN   Tel 01625 534435  One of our members, Jeremy Sandys-Winsch, has been instrumental in the creation of a massed planting (1000 plants) of Meconopsis ‘Lingholm’ in the woodland garden at Tatton Park to complement the other colours (yellows, reds, whites) represented in the large rhododendron and azalea plantings.  Jeremy not only made the suggestion to the Head Gardener, but also supplied the plants and will supply replacements as and when they are needed.

Dalemain Historic House and Gardens, Penrith, Cumbria   Tel.  017684 86450  Open Sun-Thurs 10.30am-5pm.    A notable feature of the wild garden is a spectacular border displaying ‘M. ‘Dalemain’

(George Sherriff Group).  The plants were introduced to the garden by Mrs. Sylvia McCosh who purchased them from Jack Drake.  She bought just three plants many years ago, and the present day display is all derived from these few plants.  It appears that they are all the same clone.

David and Stella Rankin* 16 Kevock Road, Lasswade, Midlothian Tel. 0131 663 2089  www.kevockgarden.co.uk. One acre, largely woodland garden, with a wide range of different Meconopsis. Also many different primulas. Groups also welcome.

Bill Terry, Sechelt, near Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada*  Tel. 604 885 7916 Email: batesterry@dccnet.com.  Bill has a great enthusiasm for Meconopsis and grows many species.  He is at present meticulously carrying out a trial on M. ‘Lingholm’; there will be a report on this in due course.  Bill would be “delighted to welcome any members from anywhere” to see his garden and talk about Meconopsis.
Reford Gardens / Jardins de Métis Grand-Métis, Quebec, Canada  Tel. 418 775 2221. 

This garden, developed by plant enthusiast Elsie Reford from 1926 to 1958, is located on the banks of the St. Lawrence River in north-eastern Quebec. M. betonicifolia and M. grandis are displayed in the public gardens and more than 10 000 M. betonicifolia in trial beds. The collection dates from the 1930s. 

