Meconopsis Group – Part of the proceedings of the meeting held on 12th February 2005


“Meconopsis and other special plants at Inverewe"

by John Anderson
(written up by Norma McDowall)

John introduced his talk by saying that he was following on the Inverewe tradition of previous Head Gardeners by growing Meconopsis. [He has been Head Gardener at the NTS Garden at Inverewe since 2003] Referring to the problems of climate change previously mentioned (the problems of the NCCPG collection of Meconopsis at Houghall College) he said that Meconopsis, particularly the big blue poppies, continues to grow well at Inverewe on the west coast of Scotland. In fact Inverewe could do with less rain – there has been over 7 feet of rain (over 2000mms) in the past year!
His talk was in two parts, the first dealing with Meconopsis, and the second part with some of the other distinctive plants growing at Inverewe.

He showed a variety of slides of Meconopsis, seeking comments and clarification from Members of the Group as he discussed the plants.
· Meconopsis grandis
A beautiful blue colour
· M. x cookei
Shown under cover, flowering in a frame. John finds this difficult at Inverewe (along with the other monocarpics).
· M. ‘Slieve Donard’ was purchased from the Meconopsis Group last year and grows in the Walled Garden. One of the problems is that the labels in the Garden get removed to identify the plant, and, when replaced, are not always in the right location. The Members considered that this plant may in fact be M. ‘Bryan Conway’. 

· M. x beamishii is short-lived at Inverewe. It flowers well but does not survive. It originated in 1906 in Co. Cork in Ireland at the Ashbourne House Hotel owned by the Beamish family.
· M. betonicifolia ‘Inverewe’ (nickname) He reckons that this clump has not been touched for about ten years. It has a consistent pale blue colour, flowers well, setting a lot of seed. He hopes to have it named officially at some time in the future, with ‘Inverewe’ in the name. It has commercial possibilities, producing plants from seed. It was pointed out that the plants would need to come true from seed, but it can be propagated vegetatively. There are other M. betonicifolia in the woodland too, so this makes it difficult to get reliable seed. It was suggested that seed could be sold under the name M. betonicifolia ‘Inverewe collected’. Members thought that the elongated bud formation and nodding flower suggested that it is not in fact M. betonicifolia, but a hybrid. It was suggested too that John look at the size of seed to help distinguish it (M. betonicifolia has small seed). Trials need to be conducted in isolation to help with identification.
· M. punicea
Grows well, but does not set seed. Advice was offered that this seed needs to have a period of cold before it germinates and then the flower needs to be hand pollinated as well.
· M. ‘Bryan Conway’ These slides were taken during a hot summer. Plants suffered.
· M. dhwojii 
Short-lived plant. Barely survives. Jim Jermyn said that this is a rare plant now, and in need of conservation.

· M. ‘Jimmy Bayne’
Does not do too well and they have only a few clumps. Visitors like it for its blue colour. The pH of the soil varies throughout Inverewe. As it grows in the Walled Garden it has less acid soil. It might not do too well on the peaty woodland.
· Formerly M. chelidonifolia  
This yellow flowered plant grows well in woodland conditions.
· M. ‘Keillour’
(known originally as MG 09 and named) Grows in the Walled Garden. Flowers have a lovely blue/violet stripe effect.

· M. napaulensis
 Easy woodland plant, in this instance with pink flowers.

· M. quintuplinervia ‘Kayes Compact’ (not correctly named plant) Grown for 3 or 4 years on one of the raised beds, plant 30-40 cm tall. It was suggested that it is not correctly named as it is pendulous, with overlapping petals, and may in fact be M. ‘Kingsbarn hybrids’.
· M. villosa
Does well in the Garden.
· M. ‘Willie Duncan’ 
Good strong plant, liked by visitors. Members advised him not to take seed as it does not come true from seed. Seed needs to be distributed very carefully. It was advised to remove seedpods (in the Garden this is very difficult).
· M. ‘Mrs Jebb’
Does not do well.

· M. (Inverewe Seed Plants)
Visitors like this area of Meconopsis grown in the woodland at Camas Glas.
· Other Meconopsis not shown include M. ‘Huntfield’ and M. ‘Ormswell’.
After questioning, John said that he would not foresee taking on a National Collection, but would welcome taking part of it, with reference to the Meconopsis that does best.
Finally John closed his talk with a selection of other distinctive plants from around the world, including the Himalaya, China, New Zealand and Japan grown at Inverewe. This included a number of Rhododendron and Primula ‘Inverewe’. [A visit is needed to appreciate the range of plants]

Jim thanked John for making the long journey from Inverewe for this talk, and also the other NTS Head Gardeners and staff for their continuing support to the Meconopsis Group.
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