Meconopsis Group – Part of the proceedings of the meeting held on 23rd May 2004


Symposium Part 1

Conservation of monocarpic species of Meconopsis

and Analysis of Questionnaires

by Cameron Carmichael

(written up by Norma McDowall)

Questionnaires were sent to Members in April 2004, seeking information on what species of Meconopsis that they were currently growing. Members returned 23 Questionnaires, and Cameron was pleased to note that all 23 wished to be involved in the conservation of the species. 

Cameron had started his research by making a record of the species listed by George Sheriff in his Monologue on ‘Meconopsis’ and then further supplemented this list by reference to the species listed by James Cobb in his book ‘Meconopsis’. He then searched the more recent literature to see what had been introduced relatively recently. 

He now has enumerated all the monocarpic species of Meconopsis in cultivation. This includes M. grandis and M. betonicifolia for specific reasons, but excludes the Welsh Poppy, M. cambrica, M. chelidonifolia and M. villosa that are now generally agreed not in the Meconopsis genus. He has added in one or two species that have been discredited and included with other species. This includes M. georgei that James Cobb says was synonymous with M. lancifolia. The latter is a lavender colour, and M. georgei, although not in cultivation, is reputed to be a delightful yellow colour. He included a list of species not at present in cultivation as he thinks it is one of the responsibilities of the Meconopsis Group to promote all known Meconopsis. The RBGE has strong links with China [the home of many of the wild species] and species not at present in cultivation may well be brought back into cultivation in the future.

He has taken the current RHS Plant Finder, the Meconopsis Group’s Members’ Questionnaires, and the RBGE List (to be refined by John Mitchell) to provide an up to date and accurate list of all Meconopsis species.

Cameron highlighted a number of problems associated with his research.

1 
He noted that confidentiality might well be a problem for some members of the Meconopsis Group.

2 
The responses to some questions about conservation were unclear. The use of seed is needed for conservation, but it was unclear from the responses whether plants were being conserved from Members own collected seed or from bought in seed from other sources.

3 
The problems of getting information as to who is growing the genuine species were noted.

4 
There were some entries in the Plant Finder that Cameron found doubtful concerning some species such as M. wallichii. He wondered too how the Meconopsis Group would get involved as a group in the future naming of the plants.

5
 There were also difficulties about the purity of plants such as M. punicea and the new perennial hybrid M x. cookei (M. punicea x M. quintuplinervia). {See Les Drummond’s talk)  Several plants in a clump of the monocarpic M. punicea are needed in order to obtain seed reliably from year to year.

Cameron gave details of each of the species. These are noted on the Table overleaf.

He is extremely concerned that many species are liable to go out of cultivation and may be under threat of extinction. Some of these have been noted individually where concerns are greatest.

He also pointed out that some members of the Meconopsis Group are also nurserymen and ‘women so the same source may be listed under both Meconopsis Group and The Plant Finder. As there is no record of the number of plants available the actual number of plants available may be limited to just one.

Jim invited comments from the Members.

As Cameron has highlighted the problem that about ten species are under threat of disappearing from cultivation John suggested that a Seed Bank was essential. (See later information on Seed Storage)

Jim thanked Cameron for his research in highlighting the urgent need to conserve the monocarpic species of Meconopsis.
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Table of monocarpic species of Meconopsis
	Species
	Meconopsis Group
	Plant Finder 
	Information / comment

	M. aculeata
	5
	2
	

	M. betonicifolia 
	common
	common
	

	M. betonicifolia pratensis
	1
	
	Only one plant known to exist. Under threat 

	M. delavayi
	1
	1
	Under threat 

	M. dhwojii
	4
	Many
	Much seed based on one source.

Under threat if this seed source fails.

	M. discigera
	0
	1
	Under threat 

	M. forrestii
	1
	2
	

	M. gracilipes
	2
	0
	

	M. henrici
	2
	1
	

	M. lancifolia
	1
	1
	H. & M. Taylor had an excellent display just two years ago but it is now under threat (as it is monocarpic)

	M. latifolia
	0
	2
	

	M. napaulensis 
	6
	Dozens
	What is actually being sold?

	M. pseudointegrifolia
	4
	Many
	Trade may get seed from one source (e.g. Jellitto)

	M. punicea
	9
	Many
	Probably safe at present. Trade may get seed from one source (e.g. Jellitto)

	M. regia 
	1
	Many
	Lots of hybrids on market. M. regia may not exist in cultivation now

	M. robusta
	0
	2
	

	M. rudis
	1
	0
	Popular plant only 6/7 years ago but now under threat

	M. sherriffii
	0
	0
	May in fact be out of cultivation

	M. simplicifolia
	3
	3
	Under threat 

	M. sinuata
	1
	0
	Under threat

	M. superba
	?
	?
	Seems safe at present.

	M. villosa
	
	
	To be removed from Meconopsis genus

	M. wallichii
	5
	Many
	What is actually being grown?


NOTE ‘Under threat’ means ‘under threat of disappearing from cultivation’
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