Meconopsis Group – Part of the proceedings of the meeting held on 7th June 2003


Meconopsis Group
Group Co-ordinator: Dr. Evelyn Stevens, The Linns, Sheriffmuir, Dunblane, Perthshire, FK15 0LP 

 Tel./fax. 01786 822295 Email: levelinns@btinternet.com
Report of the meeting held on 7th June 2003

at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh 10.00am – 3.30 pm

(compiled by Secretary: Norma McDowall, 20 Oakwood Avenue, Paisley, Renfrewshire PA2 9NG 
 Email   normamcdowall @aol.com    Tel. 0141-884-2397)

The meeting was opened by the chairman, John Mitchell, who outlined the agenda for the day.  The order of the lectures by Dr Chris Grey-Wilson was reversed from the agenda given to members. Twenty- four members were present. 

10.00am - 10.30am
Arrival - tea and coffee provided

10.30am - 10.45am 
John Mitchell (Chairman)   Introductory remarks                                                       

10.45am - 11.15am
Dr. Peggy Anderson: Identifying clones of Meconopsis by DNA analysis: An update

11.15am - 12 .00pm
Dr. Chris Grey-Wilson:  M. integrifolia / pseudointegrifolia and M. cambrica

12.00pm - 1.00pm
Visit to Trial Beds

1.00pm - 2.00pm

Lunch

2.00pm - 3.30pm

Dr. Chris Grey-Wilson: M. horridula group and the new species M. sinomaculata

Apologies:  Apologies for absence were received from Jim Jermyn, Ian Christie, Dr. Ian Scott, Newman Burberry, Richard Barnes, Barry Glick, Matt Heasman, Tom Pollard, Robert Hastie, Ron Rushbrooke, Bill Harpur and Jim Sutherland.

Lectures:  Copies of the lectures by Dr. Chris Grey-Wilson have been written up and are available separately.
Report: A copy of the update on ‘Identifying clones of Meconopsis by DNA analysis’ will be made available as further research is completed.
Trial beds: Dr. Evelyn Stevens has produced an Information Sheet showing the rearrangement of plants in the Clonal Trial Bed. The plants were rearranged in sets on October 1st 2002 in order to make comparisons of plants easier; more unlike sets were placed adjacent to one another. This Information Sheet was distributed to Members when they viewed the Trial Beds.

[Aside: if you wish a copy of this please let me know.]

At the conclusion of a very successful meeting John thanked Dr. Chris Grey-Wilson and Dr. Peggy Anderson for their most informative and thought provoking talks.

The meeting concluded at 3.15pm.

Next meetings

Saturday February 14th 2004

This meeting will take place at the RBGE Lecture Theatre from 10.00am-3.30pm. 

James Cobb has very kindly agreed to speak at this meeting. We shall also have a Report of the expedition to China in October 2003 by Ian Christie and Ron McBeath as well as an update on the work of the Group.

Sunday May 23rd 2004

This meeting will take place at the RBGE Conference Room, from 10.00am-3.30pm.

This will include a visit to the Trial Beds. More details will be available at a later date.

50/50 Plant Sales

There will be a 50/50 Plant sale at both meetings.

Picnic lunch

Please bring your own lunch to the meetings. Tea and coffee will be provided at 10.00am and at lunchtime.

Enclosed documents

I have enclosed a number of items with this mailing. [If you were present at the June 2003 meeting you should have received some of them at that time.] I have tried to use email wherever possible to save on costs.

Please note that if you have not paid your subscription for 2003 I shall shortly be updating the membership list. I have taken the opportunity of enclosing a membership renewal form for 2004. 

· Report 1 (M. integrifolia / pseudointegrifolia and  M. cambrica)

· Report 2 (M. horridula  group and the new species M. sinomaculata)
· Seed Exchange Letter from Jim Jermyn

· ‘DNA structure’ by Dr. Peggy Anderson

· ‘Analysing Meconopsis DNA’ by Dr. Peggy Anderson

· Summary of Meconopsis Group Finances 2000-April 2003

· Table of Approved Names for Big Perennial Blue Poppies: compiled by Evelyn Stevens May 2003

· Report of April 2003 meeting

· Membership renewal form for 2004 (payable by end of February 2004)

If you have any problems with this mailing please do not hesitate to contact me.

Best wishes

Norma McDowall (Secretary)

September 2003

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

The Meconopsis Group

Membership Renewal Form 2004

Name(s)

……………………………………………………………..

Address

……………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………..POST CODE ………………….

e-mail address  :-  …………………………………………….tel. ……………………….

I/We  ……………………………………………………………… wish to continue Membership of  

The Meconopsis Group and enclose my /our subscription of  ………….. for 2004.

 (£5 for U.K. members, 15 euros for other European members and £10 for overseas members).

 Donations are always very welcome.

Please make cheques payable to ’The Meconopsis Group’.

Please send the completed form to 

Norma McDowall, 20 Oakwood Avenue, Paisley, Renfrewshire PA2 9NG  U.K.
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