Meconopsis Group – June 2000


Notes on Meconopsis Trial Bed, June 2000
by Evelyn Stevens

I have made the following notes to try to make it easier for members to find their way around the Trial Bed.

The grid positions, which identify the position of the plants in the Bed, are numbered right and front to back (4 plants per row, e.g. Row 4 has plants 13, 14, 15 and 16 going front to back), and left to right, left being at the far end of the Bed from where we enter. The posts supporting the rockolene roof are numbered 1 to 5, starting at the far end.

March inspection In March the leaf rosettes were just emerging. A group of us marked (with one unmarked cane), all plants which had the purplish tinge which characterises the newly emerging leaves of “GS600” plants. We did this “blind”, i.e. without knowing their purported identity.

June 2000 In June I added additional canes (2 per plant to distinguish them from the March session of marking “GS600" plants), with coloured labels, to indicate plants with purportedly the same names.

A number of M. grandis plants from seed, e.g. ex KEKE and ‘Balruddery’ did not survive the last spring frosts last year, hence the initial gaps at the far end.

1.  “GS600” plants  Grid positions 9 - 36 (except 10), i.e. within the bay between

     Posts 1 to Post 2.

     There are clearly quite a number of different clones. I recognise 4 main types:-

     i.​
“General Murray-Lyon plants”  Labelled with 1 PINK LABEL (grid 5) and with 2

           PINK LABELS (plant 27)

    ii.
Mec. GS600 Accession no of RBGE - 19651278    3 PINK LABELS. This is

           the plant in the Botanics which is attributed to original wild GS600 seed, July

          1934, although the plants were acquired as late as 1965. These plants are sterile.

   iii.    Mec. “Fred Hunt type’   4 PINK LABELS (grids 5, 22 and 26).

          Mec. ‘Candacraig Hybrids (grid 31) perhaps belongs with this group

   iv.    Mec. “Jimmy Bayne type”  5 PINK LABELS (grid 17,-19, 33 and 153).

    v.
Other plants to note:​

Grid 16 M. grandis or x sheldonii ex Gilston from Les Drummond

Grid 20 “Original GS600 ex Cameron Carmichael” from Les Newby

Gnd 24 GS600 -  large purple blue from Ian Christie


Grid 26  GS600 ex J. Drake 1959-50 from Tom Acton, Arley Park

Grid 28 GS600 from SRGC sale from Ian Douglas

Grid 31 & 32 Candacraig Hybrids from M. Hirst and Liz Young

Grid 33 ‘Jimmy Bayne’

Grid 34-36 - Springhill from Logan

2.  Starting at Post 2   Grid positions 34 - 41

      M grandis Early Sikkim and ‘Sikkim’

3.  Grid position 42 (Row 11)  M. 'WiIIie Duncan' Not in condition to show it to

     advantage. The place to see it growing well this year is at Ian Christies.

4.  Rows 12- 14  M. ‘Ryvoan’, ‘Blue Ice’ and ‘Lingholm’ from several members. Plants

     of ‘Lingholm’ grown in isolation and provided by Mike Swift who researched and

     named 'Lingholm' from ‘Lingholm Garden’ are at the end of the bed as we enter the

     Trial area (grid 163-165)

5.  Row 15 Grid positions 56-65  4 YELLOW LABELS ‘Slieve Donard’ from

     5 different sources. All appear identical except Grid positions 60 & 61 from Ron                        

      Rushbrooke which were from Inverewe.

6.   Grid positions 66 and 70, i.e. at the back M. “Cruickshank” from 2 sources, i.e

      Cruickshank Botanic Garden and Ian Christie - look identical

7.   Post 3, one row before this, i.e. Row 19 Plants 71 - 78 M. x sheldonii
      Plant 74 M. “Crarae form” is distinct

8.   Post 3, Row 2 beyond Grid positions 79 - 82 M.  'Ormswell'
     1 YELLOW LABEL How do two of these differ from “GS600” - only Grid positions

     81 (Edrom/Les Newby) and 82 (Ron Rushbrooke) were not marked as having

     GS600 characteristics in March. There are at least 2 plants claiming to be

     ‘Ormswell’ here.

9.   Post 3, Row 3 and beyond  M. 'Branklyn' Grid positions 83 - 96
      1 BLUE LABEL (except Grid position 90, row 4, which is M. “Clocktower”)

      Note that 6 of these are replicates from RBGE
      Row 5 at back, grid 94 - 'Branklyn FCC' from Inshriach (2 BLUE LABELS)

      Plants 95 and 96 - 3 BLUE LABELS - Is this like 94 or not?

      Have we got three different ‘Branklyns’ here?

10. Post 3, Row 7 and beyond - M. 'Crewdson' and M. 'Mrs Jebb' YELLOW LABELS

      Grid position 102 This is obviously a “fertile Crewdson”, i.e. M betonicifolia, the

      existence of which was described by Mike Swift in The Lakeland Gardener and to

      the Meconopsis Group.

      Two other plants died and these were also “fertile Crewdson".

      Grid position 100 is surely ‘Mrs Jebb’ and not ‘Crewdson’

      Grid position 106 - 109  4 YELLOW LABELS  M. 'Mrs Jebb' from 4 sources

      Also grid position 162 is Mrs. Jebb.

       I believe it is clear that M. 'Mrs. Jebb’ is a selection from M. ‘Crewdson Hybrids’.

11. Just before Post 4 There are a number of unnamed plants here from Sue Barnes

      of Biggar Park, which are clearly interesting. One could be Crewdson’s, the delicate-

      looking one (originally from Dawyck) is very similar to the one I named 'Linn’s

      Square' and which has not survived in the Trial. There are other fine ‘GS600” types,

      as well.

12. Post 4, Row 2  These are 'Betty Sherriff' (= Cameron Carmichael’s Betty’s Dream

      Poppy) and have not done well here for some reason - so unfortunately I think we

      cannot assess it from this, this year.

13. Mec. 'Kingsbarns Hybrid' Grid posn. 121  Grown from James Cobb’s seed by me.

      Grid posn. 158 - I bought this from Jim Sutherland as M. grandis 'J. Cobb' and Jim

      Sutherland tells me that this is also Mec. 'Kingsbarns Hybrid'

14. Post 4, Row 5  Mec. betonicifolia pratensis
15. Row 9  Mec. grandis received as Mec ‘Branklyn’ by Graeme Butler

      A very fine plant.

16.  Row 10 at the front - 2 plants of Mec “Harry Bush”  from Graeme Butler.

       Purchased from Ascreavie, 1970-75 by Mr Bush.

       Behind that - M. x sheldonii from William Purvis. Probably originally from

       General Murray-Lyon

       Behind that— M ‘Ormswell’ similarly probably from Gen. Murray-Lyon

17.  Other plants in this block
       Mec. ‘Crewdson’ and M. ‘Dawyck’ from Jim Sutherland,

       Mec. 'Mrs Jebb' from Alan Furness and which is the same as other 'Mrs Jebb'

       plants.

       Mec ‘Lingholm’ - 3 plants supplied by Mike Swift - who first recognised this plant

       for what it is and described it and who at the time he did this was at Lingholm

       Garden.
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