Meconopsis Group – May 2000


Visits to “Meconopsis-rich” gardens on June 11th 2000
(compiled by Evelyn Stevens)
A number of members have kindly agreed to make their gardens available for visits on June 11th.  We are leaving it to members to make their own travel arrangements, but are giving some indication of car travel times, and directions prepared by the garden owners will be available at the meeting.

Ian Christie Christies Nursery, Downfield, Main Road, Westmuir, nr. Kirriemuir, Angus

Tel. 0157 557 2977                                                                                10.30am-12.30pm 
Ian is a great enthusiast for Meconopsis and has a good collection of meconopsis, many growing in a polytunnel dedicated to them.  Anne and Ian have kindly offered to provide a free cold buffet lunch with tea, coffee or cold soft drinks.  Please indicate on the Reply Sheet if you wish to accept Ian and Anne’s kind hospitality.

Drive times: From Edinburgh 2hr; from Perth 45min; from Stirling 90min.; from Aberfeldy via Dunkeld 75min.                  . 

Steve McNamara at Branklyn Garden  A National Trust Garden at Dundee Road, Perth. Tel. 01738 625 535  Admission for Group Members £2.00, £1.70 for concessions.

There will be teas for sale in the afternoon.                                       10.00am-5.00pm 

Branklyn is famous in the history of Meconopsis and is a beautiful garden with lovely plantings of meconopsis – and many other plants. 

Drive time from Edinburgh 75min; from Westmuir 45min, from Cluny 1hr., from Sheriffmuir 45 min.

John and Wendy Mattingley at Cluny Garden, Aberfeldy  Tel.018878 20795

                                                                                   Admission £2.50  10.00am-6.00pm

Another large garden well-known for its meconopsis (and other choice plants).  

Drive time from Edinburgh 2hr; from Westmuir 1hr; from Perth 1hr. 

Leslie and Avril Drummond  6 Old Brechin Road, Lunnanhead, Forfar, Angus.  

Tel. 01307 468 641      





   10.00am-onwards


Leslie and Avril have a small garden packed with choice alpines, including a number of meconopsis, including M. x cookei raised by Leslie himself.   

Drive time from Westmuir 15min.           

Jack Drake, John Borrowman, Inshriach Alpine Plant Nursery, Aviemore.  

Tel. 01540 651 287                                                                               10.00am-4.00pm

This nursery is famous in meconopsis history.  Jack Drake was an important early distributor of plants raised from seed from plants of M. grandis originally introduced by Ludlow and Sherriff under the collection number GS600 and given to him by the Rentons of Branklyn.   

Drive time from Perth 90min; from Westmuir 90min; from Aberfeldy 75min. 

         .                                                    

Mrs. Liz Young  Candacraig Gardens, Strathdon, Aberdeenshire.  Tel. 01975 651226     

                         10.00am onwards 

Liz runs a nursery and has a special interest in Meconopsis.  One clone, which she found growing in the garden when she took it over, she has named `Candacraig Hybrids’.  She has it and many others growing in abundance in her walled garden.  

Drive time from Perth 2hr; Aviemore 80min; from Westmuir 90min.                                               

 Cameron and Anne Carmichael  18 Waterside Gardens, Carmunnock, Glasgow  

Tel. 0141 644 3188                                                                              2.00pm onwards

 Meconopsis are an important feature of Cameron and Anne’s 3 and a half acre garden, which is also rich in many other genera.

Drive time from Edinburgh 1hr; from Perth 90min; from Stirling 45min.           

Crarae Gardens by Inverary, Loch Fyneside, Argyllshire   Tel. 01546 886 614

 



                               Admission  £2.50   9.00am-6.00pm
This famous woodland garden, with a wide range of plants in a beautiful Highland glen setting, has large drifts of a distinctive form of big blue perennial poppy which has been growing at Crarae for a long time.   

Drive time from Glasgow 90min;  from Stirling 2hr.

David and Stella Rankin 16 Kevock Road, Lasswade, Midlothian  Tel. 0131 663 2089

                                                                                                              2.00pm onwards

One acre, largely woodland garden, with a wide range of different  Meconopsis.  Also many different primulas.

Tom Shearer  Beechgrove, Broughton, by Biggar, Peeblesshire   Tel. 01899 830 288

                                                                                                                             All day

Tom’s garden has an truly impressive display of Meconopsis, mainly the form also grown in large quantity at Dawyck Botanic Garden.  There are many other interesting features one being large plantings of perennial violas. 
Drive time:  Edinburgh 45min; Glasgow 1hr.

Dawyck Botanic Garden  (Stobo, nr. Peebles)   Tel. 01721 760 254

                                                  Admission £3.00, concessions £2.50   9.30am-6.00pm

This large woodland garden is an outstation of RBGE and is 4 and a half miles from Tom Shearer’s.  There are large plantings of the big blue poppy informally as yet referred to as Dawyck form. 

Drive times:  From Edinburgh 1hr. 

Susan and David Barnes  Biggar House, Biggar. Lanarkshire   Tel. 01899 220 185

Open under Scottish Garden Scheme on June 11th.  Admission £2.00 1.30pm-5.30pm

I regard this as having an interesting and important collection of Meconopsis.  Apart from this, this 10 acre garden is very attractive with many interesting plants.

Drive times:  Roughly as for Tom Shearer’s.

Evelyn and Lewis Stevens  The Linns, Sheriffmuir, Dunblane, Perthshire.
Tel. 01786 822 295          Tea or coffee will be on offer.                  
10.00am - 8.00pm
There is a danger that this garden (total area 3 and a half acres, but Meconopsis within about half of it) is becoming a monoculture for the large perennial blue poppies!  I now have a large number of different accessions growing here, although many are not yet large plants.                                            

Drive times:  Perth 45min, Glasgow, Carmunnock 45min; from Westmuir  90min.   

Cally Gardens (Gatehouse of Fleet, Castle Douglas       Fax. 01557 815 029)  

                                                                                  Admission £1.50   10.00am-5.30pm

A nursery with a number of cultivars of Meconopsis in the walled garden and quite an extensive mass planting of large perennial blue poppies grown for seed production.

Drive time from Glasgow 150min; from Edinburgh 3hr.
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