Meconopsis Group – Part of the proceedings of the inaugural meeting held on 12th September 1998


“Propagation of Meconopsis” by Tom Shearer
(report by Evelyn Stevens)

Plant material
Having originally grown Meconopsis betonicifolia in his garden at Broughton in Peebleshire, Tom Shearer had then discarded this in favour of a plant that he had been given as M. x sheldonii by Bob Blair, gardener at Dawyck, at that time owned by Colonel Balfour. Broughton is near Dawyck and has a very wet and cold climate: it is at 700 ft and as far from the sea as it is possible to be in Scotland. However, this plant grows very well with him - “like a weed”. He was told by Colonel Balfour that the latter had received the plant “directly from the raiser as a plant”, the raiser being George Sherriff.
Tom has extensive plantings of it in his garden and he also propagates between 300 and 400 plants for sale each year.
Propagation
Tom disagrees with the advice given in the Meconopsis Group questionnaire. He finds that it flowers in June and is then “ripe” in August and ready for propagating. The best time for this is the third week in August (plus or minus a week). One clump can be torn asunder and divided up to produce as many as 40 small bits each with no roots at all. These are then lined out and given fertiliser (15:15:21) or manure. They then form an extensive system of fine roots and maybe a new leaf or two before dying down for the winter. This means Tom can apply paraquat (1oz. per gal), which he does every fortnight as his highly successful means of weed control for his 2 and a half acre garden. In the spring each division bulks up to a plant “too large for the nurseryman” (!).
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