Meconopsis Group – Part of the proceedings of the inaugural meeting held on 12th September 1998


“Meconopsis at Inverewe”, 1973-1983 by Dick Fulcher

(report by Evelyn Stevens)
Dick Fulcher, now living in Devon, was Head Gardener at Inverewe from 1973-1983. From his present viewpoint in the south, Dick suggested that it would be desirable for growers in Scotland to give thought to selecting and raising plants more suited to the warmer climate of the southern Britain.
Then, from his time at Inverewe, Dick showed slides of Meconopsis taken while he was there:-
i).  Meconopsis ‘Branklyn’ as he understood it to be.   The slide was taken at Branklyn Garden in the late 1970s-early 80s. Plants were given to him by Andrew Duncan, then Head Gardener at Branklyn and established at Inverewe. A member of the audience said that a batch of plants were acquired from Windsor at around that time by Branklyn, so the slide shown may well be of the Windsor clone of M. ‘Branklyn’, i.e. the one that was given the F.F.C. in 1963.
ii).  M. grandis PSW 5423   This was photographed at Inshriach. Dick pointed out that this was a M. grandis with a different provenance from any other already shown at the meeting.
iii).  M. grandis ‘Prain’s variety’   This was a fine hybrid, very showy and filling many borders at Inverewe, as a result of division and replanting every 2 or 3 years. Cameron Carmichael suggested that it was in fact M. x sheldonii ‘Slieve Donard’ and Dick agreed.
iv).  M. grandis   This was another distinct form always known at Inverewe by this name.  It was another good garden plant grown in large quantities.
v). M. superba   This was well established at Inverewe, kept going by collecting seed each year and replanting.
vi). M. simplicifolia   This was also well established in beds planted up with it. It was always monocarpic.
vii). M. simplicifolia hybrid   This appeared in a group of M. simplicifolia and turned out to be perennial, and was clearly a simplicifolia hybrid.
viii). M. x sarsonsii (M. integrifolia x M. betonicifolia)   This was also regularly raised from seed.
viii).  M. x cookei photographed at Inshriach.
ix).  M. sherriffii   This grew at Inverewe, but it only set a very few seeds.
x).  M. integrifolia   This grew in abundance at Inverewe and responded to rich conditions. 
xi).  M. napaulensis and M. paniculata hybrids also grew well at Inverewe.
Dick hoped that these slides showing plants growing at Inverewe 15-25 years ago would be useful in the work of the Group.
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