Meconopsis Group – Part of the proceedings of the inaugural meeting held on 12th September 1998


MECONOPSIS GROUP

Reports on the Formation of the Group and on the Inaugural Meeting of the Group

Compiled by Evelyn Stevens and Mervyn Kessell, (Joint Group Co-ordinators) for distribution to all members.

Formation of the Group
The Group was formed in 1998 with the following primary aim:-

To try to clarify the identity and nomenclature of the perennial blue Meconopsis currently being grown in gardens, both of plants originating in the more distant past (e.g. M. grandis GS600) and also those of more recent origin. The Group will also seek to clarify the “histories” of the various “famous cultivars” (e.g. M. x sheldonii ‘Slieve Donard’), and will also consider the naming of seed-raised taxa.

By perennial blue poppies we mean Meconopsis betonicifolia, M. grandis and the hybrids between them. The latter comprise M x sheldonii (which refers to the straightforward hybrid between M. betonicifolia and M. grandis) and possible backcross hybrids and hybrids involving other species.

It is presumably largely because of the widely acknowledged confusion and the popularity of this lovely genus that over 80 people have already joined the Group.

In due course the Group also hopes to extend its studies to other members of the genus.

The Inaugural Meeting
The inaugural meeting of the Group was held at the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh on 12th September 1998 with an attendance of over 70.

Mervyn Kessell chaired the meeting and eleven members gave talks and there was one written paper.

1.   Ron McBeath started the proceedings by giving an overview of the members of the genus he has seen growing in the wild.

2.   Evelyn Stevens then categorised the problems associated with the work we have embarked on and produced a written analysis of the results of the questionnaire on the plants grown by members.

3.   James Cobb spoke on botanical relationships: within the family Papaveraceae as they relate to the genus Meconopsis; both within the genus Meconopsis; and, more particularly, between those species that particularly interest the Group.

4.   Cameron Carmichael gave an account of the introductions of M. betonicifolia and M. grandis into cultivation, with reference to herbarium material at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, published material and his own personal contacts.

5.   Peter Cox illustrated the degree of variation that occurs within Meconopsis species growing in the wild, using M. simplicifolia and M. horridula as examples.

6.   Variation was also the theme of the talk by Henry and Margaret Taylor, who described their attempts to create better garden plants, by hybridising using hand-pollination.

7.   Mike Swift spoke on the confusion surrounding the name M. Crewdson hybrids and also on the origin of the fully fertile M. x sheldonii 'Lingholm' which has appeared in cultivation in the fairly recent past.

8.   In a written paper Hugh McAllister explained how his recent reliable chromosome counts shed light on the story of this sudden development of fertility in a previously sterile clone.

9.   In his talk David Tattersfield argued that “M. grandis GS600 does not exist”. 

10.  Ian Christie spoke on the commercial aspects of distributing and marketing meconopsis

11.  Dick Fulcher, Head Gardener at Inverewe Garden from 1973-83, emphasised the beauty and range of forms in the group under study by showing slides of fine beds of meconopsis growing at Inverewe when he was there. 

12.  Tom Shearer gave advice on vegetative propagation.
Fuller synopses of the above talks are given on the next and following pages.
The Identification Trial
An essential aspect of the work of the Group has been the setting up of an Identification Trial. The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh is co​operating with this venture and has set aside a bed in their Nursery for this purpose, and are maintaining the plants for the Group. In September 1998 about 150 donated plants were planted out, purported like-with-like adjacent to one another. It is recognized that the plants will not be fully established and growing in character in their first year or so, and will need to be grown on for several years before it will be possible to assess them fully. A group of members with appropriate expertise has been invited to form a Sub-committee to inspect the plants at intervals. The aim is to sort out the plants, ensuring that identical ones have the same name, and eventually agreeing on the name to be attributed to each nameworthy clone or cultivar. This sorting out will include trying to establish the true identity of such 'historic' plants as M. x sheldonii. 'Ormswell', M. ‘Crewdson hybrids’ and M. x sheldonii. 'Slieve Donard' etc. Hopefully, the results will be published in due course and the plants themselves internationally registered.
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