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Dear Meconopsis enthusiast,

We are writing again concerning the proposal to form a Meconopsis Group to investigate the identity and nomenclature of the perennial blue meconopsis in cultivation. We are glad to report that over 45 people have so far joined the Group and the majority of these have said that they intend to attend the inaugural meeting. We confirm that the inaugural meeting will be a one-day event on 12 September 1998 at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh in the Conference Room. Access is via the Balfour Building (20A Inverleith Row - the building with a flagpole: there is non-restricted parking in Inverleith Row).

Day’s proceedings
Below is outlined the planned day’s proceedings. A final programme will be issued on the day.

1.
10 - 10.30am
Arrival

Coffee or tea will be provided

2.
10.30am

Start of meeting with a short introduction from Mervyn Kessell.

3.
Talks

Several members have agreed to give talks: -

Ron McBeath


“Meconopsis in the wild”

1hr
Cameron Carmichael

“Historical introductions”

30min
James Cobb


“Botanical perspectives”

30min
Evelyn Stevens


“Analysis of the questionnaires”
30min

Delegates will receive a written synopsis giving full details of the information provided in the talks given by Cameron Carmichael, James Cobb and Evelyn Stevens.

4.
Further short talks.   In addition, we plan to allocate about an hour for other members to give 5-10min presentations: this will be arranged on a first come, first served basis. Please let us know on the Reply Sheet if you wish to contribute. We would like to include as many contributions as is feasible. Both a slide projector and overhead projector will be available.


Also, if you have photographic prints or other demonstration material this could also be displayed.

5.
Group Business and Discussion - chaired by Mervyn Kessell. Topics to be covered will include: -


a).
Agreement of taxa to be studied, eg limit to M. grandis, M. betonicifolia and the hybrids between them, eg. M. x sheldonii.

b).
The Identification Trial Beds at RBGE - an outline of how these will be organised.


c).
Setting up a working party for future work of the Group, including a panel of experts to investigate the identity of the plants and to recommend any new names.


d).
Agree date for next meeting.


e).
Any other topics - please make suggestions.

6.
Lunch arrangements - please bring your own. Tea or coffee will be provided.

7.
3.30pm The day will end with a visit to the Trial beds.

Plants for the Identification Trial
Thank you to everyone who has already offered plants for the Trial. We have had a very pleasing response. In order to try to avoid too much replication in the Trial Beds we have analysed your replies and made an initial selection of plants to include. If, however, you think that we have omitted plant(s) which should be included, please do contribute them.

This inaugural meeting will provide an ideal opportunity to hand over the plants. David Paterson and John Mitchell will receive them from you - see Reply Sheet for details.

Questionnaire
If you have not yet returned the questionnaire sent to you previously (on sheets of blue paper) we would appreciate hearing from you as we would like the results of this work to be as comprehensive and complete as possible.

We hope very much to see as many of you as possible on 12 September.

Yours sincerely,

Mervyn Kessell and Evelyn Stevens
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